
With six branches servicing South Africa including 
an export branch in Johannesburg, Kare is able to 
supply the roofing and cladding industry in Southern 

Africa with fasteners for every type of roofing application.

Reitze Hylkema talks to SA Roofing about Kare’s 20 years of 
challenges and triumphs. 

SA Roofing: WheRe did it All StARt And 
WhAt WeRe the initiAl chAllengeS, if 
Any, thAt KARe encounteRed AS A young 
compAny? 
Reitze: In December 1992 the company where I was 
employed at that time unexpectedly closed down. Although 
there is no good time for a company to close down, December 
must be the most difficult time to find employment. In hindsight 
though, it was a blessing in disguise, as it became the motivating 
factor in starting Kare Industrial Suppliers. From a small office 
above a panel beating shop and operating as a genuine one-man 
show, Kare started on 15 January 1993. 

With customers expecting accounts, but with suppliers not 
willing to grant credit facilities to a brand new company 
without a track record, the term ‘hand to mouth’ became very 
real to me. As result of financial constraints, growth in the 
beginning was slow and limited, but ploughing back into the 
business resulted in a steady and healthy growth.

WhAt do you thinK ARe the mAin ReASonS 
foR KARe’S gRoWth into the compAny 
thAt it iS todAy? 

By structuring Kare’s distribution network on a franchise type 
of system, we are able to offer a nationwide service and build 
a nationwide brand while combining it with the commitment 
from the individual owners of the various branches. And by 
constantly innovating products and staying in tune with changes 
in the market environment, we have been able to initiate 
changes in the fastener market instead of being followers and 
imitators.

20 years of constant Kare 
From humble beginnings in 1993, Kare Industrial Suppliers has grown into 
the market leader in roofing fasteners in Southern Africa. 2013 marks 20 
years of supplying quality products to market and exceptional customer 

service for this roofing and cladding fastener giant. 
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WhAt impoRtAnt AchievementS oR 
mileStoneS hAve led to KARe’S cuRRent 
SucceSS?  

A turning point for Kare Industrial Suppliers came when we 
had built up enough reserves to import the first small 
consignment of roofing screws that were made to our 
specifications. From the beginning I realised that the quality of 
the roofing fasteners that were being used in South Africa fell 
way short of what they should have been, and it was my 
intention to change that and offer the industry quality fasteners.

A second milestone was when Kare Industrial Suppliers was 
appointed as the official and sole distributor of ITW Buildex 
Teks screws in Southern Africa. This meant the introduction of 
Class 3 and Class 4 coated fasteners into South Africa.

Being part of the SANS1273 technical committee, and 
eventually seeing the revised publication of the roofing fastener 
standard published in November 2009, was both a personal 
milestone and a huge improvement for the roofing industry. 

KARe iS celebRAting itS 20th AnniveRSARy 
thiS yeAR. WhAt doeS thiS meAn to you 
And to the compAny?  

It has given me tremendous satisfaction to see most of our 
branches grow and become successful enterprises that offer 
employment to 27 people. In my opinion we have contributed 
to the raising of standards in the South African roofing market 
over the last 20 years and helped educate the market about 
corrosion protection on fasteners and correct fastener 
selection.

WhAt iS KARe’S flAgShip pRoduct And 
Why? 

Our flagship product is the range of Buildex fasteners. As 
inventers of Teks self drilling screws ITW Buildex are world 
leaders in corrosion protective coatings and innovative 
fastening systems for the roofing, cladding and steel framing 
industries. 

Their constant research and development has kept them at the 
forefront worldwide and this has enabled Kare to introduce 
these products to the South African market. Examples are 
Buildex RoofZip and FibreZip screws, especially designed for 
fixing roof sheeting and fibre cement boards to thin gauge 
steel.

WhAt ARe the thRee moSt pRominent 
Roofing pRojectS With Which KARe hAS 
been involved oveR the pASt 20 yeARS? 

In 2002 Kare was successful in securing the order to supply 
stainless steel fasteners for phase 2 of the Mozal Aluminium 
smelter in Maputo, Mozambique. Despite very strong 
competition, the performance of the Buildex Taptite self 
tapping screws with trilobular threads outclassed all other 
fasteners in independent performance tests conducted by the 
CSIR in Pretoria. 

The 20 year warranty on the fasteners assisted further in 
securing the order and in excess of 500 000 screws were 
supplied for the project.
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Stainless steel screws similar to those used on the 
Moses Mabhida stadium. 

A Dektite flashing.



The event of the 2010 FIFA World Cup saw the 
construction of six new stadiums and the upgrading of a 
number of others. Kare was privileged to have been a 
supplier of fasteners for all of the new stadiums. The 
Moses Mabhida stadium was an especially interesting 
project where 316 stainless steel fasteners were made to 
specification, which included drill points with a 12.5mm 
drilling capacity. The upgrading of many facilities, such as 
airports, train and bus infrastructure opened further 
opportunities for Kare to supply a wide variety of 
fasteners.

More recently, the combination of Class 3 corrosion 
resistance, the drilling capacity of the Buildex Super Teks, 
and the variety of head styles available for different 
sheeting systems gave Kare the competitive edge which 
resulted in us supplying the fasteners for Medupi power 
station.

WhAt’S on the cARdS foR KARe in the 
next five yeARS? And the next 20 
yeARS? 

With the track record of an innovative and progressive 
company, Kare Industrial Suppliers is excited about the 
changes in the roofing industry over the last few years. 
New energy efficiency regulations that were promulgated 
in 2012 have resulted in thicker and different types of 
insulation being specified for buildings. This has created a 
demand for longer and different types of fasteners, which 
Kare is currently developing. The increased popularity of 
thin gauge steel roofing battens has created a demand for 
fasteners with thread designs that offer good pull-out 
values in thin gauge steel.

More and more fastener suppliers have started marketing 
fasteners with various types of coatings, making claims 
about compliance to SANS Class 3 and 4 standards. Most 
of these fasteners, however, do not conform to the 
specifications. We at Kare therefore will endeavour to 
initiate the regular testing of fasteners by an independent 
reputable body, preferably at real world test sites 
throughout South Africa. This will ensure that only 
fasteners that conform to all the standard specifications 
will be sold and that sub standard fasteners will be 
publically exposed. 

Kare Industrial Suppliers is a direct importer of a wide 
range of ZAP® self drilling screws, Buildex Teks® screws, 
roofing washers and seals, Dektite® E.P.D.M. pipe 
flashings and screwdriver attachments. 

The Kare Industrial Suppliers’ range of roofing screws is 
made to international standards and undergoes strict 
quality control during every stage of the manufacturing 
process, ensuring that the quality of their fasteners is 
unsurpassed.

foR moRe infoRmAtion, 
contAct Reitze: 

(t) 011 334 0922
(e) reitze@kare.co.za
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Moses Mabhida stadium above and below.

Mozal Aluminium smelter – Maputo, Mozambique.

Medupi Power station. 


